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Head teacher Mr Gareth David Jones BEd (Hons) NPQH Prifathro 
          

Dear Parents/Guardians 

             

As you will be aware our main aim at Ysgol Estyn is to prepare our pupils for lifelong learning.  During the last few weeks 

staff and I have discussed issues which continue to impact negatively on both their time and your child’s progress.  Staff 

are spending too much time sorting out spare PE kit or running homework sessions when time could be better spent 

developing other areas of your child’s education. 

 

Homework 
Children in Year 2 – 6 receive ‘MyMaths’ and Learning Log tasks on alternating weeks.  Please keep in touch with 

@ysgolestyn if you are unsure.    The homework the children receive in school is to enhance and reinforce their learning.  

Children who are well supported at home with reading, times tables and other homework tasks perform better in school.  

Please ensure that time is spent with your child discussing the homework they’ve been given and (especially younger 

children) allocating a special time for them to complete it to the standard which is expected.  Increasingly we are finding 

some children are either not completing homework or are late handing it in and in some circumstances expecting it to be 

completed in school with a member of staff.  We would really appreciate your support in helping your child complete it at 

home.  As I mentioned earlier in the letter, primary school is a time to prepare the children for life at high school, when 

homework increases greatly.  We do realise that there needs to be a balance of homework and allowing the pupils to enjoy 

their free time at home.  This is why we only send one piece of homework each week. 

 

I am aware that some parents have difficulty with internet access etc.  With this in mind, please consider using the PC’s in 

Hope Community Library which is situated in the grounds of Castell Alun.  The library is open on Saturday mornings from 

10.00 a.m., along with some evenings.  Once again, when your child moves to Castell Alun they would be encouraged to 

use this facility. 

 

PE Kits 
As mentioned in last week’s newsletter, it is growing ever more frustrating that the same children week in week out do not 

have the correct PE kit for lessons.  Even after the recent reminder we have already had children with incorrect kit or no kit 

at all for this week’s PE sessions.   

 

Can I once again remind all parents that the children need a complete change of clothes for PE lessons which include; 

white PE t-shirt, black shorts/PE skirt, trainers (outdoors), pumps or bare feet (indoors) and for safety reasons earrings 

must be removed for all sessions by either the pupil or yourself, unless written consent is provided for your child to wear 

plasters.   

 

Children will only be excused from PE lessons if a note is provided by you due to illness or injury.  If children forget their 

kit they will be sent to work outside my office or Mr Ellis’ class to complete an independent task.  Due to hygiene reasons 

under no circumstance will any children be able to borrow PE kit form another child.  Please be aware P.E. is a statutory 

part of the curriculum and vital for your child’s health and wellbeing.  Also, with sports day fast approaching under no 

circumstances will the children be allowed to take part on the day if they do not have the correct kit, including footwear - 

earrings must also be removed. 

 

 

 

 



   

 

 

School Uniform 
 

I would also like to take this opportunity top remind parents of the school uniform policy as stated in our school 

prospectus. We believe that school uniform helps to promote a sense of identity, pride and community in the school, and is 

therefore positively encouraged.  The school has a red and grey uniform as follows: 

Boys: Red sweatshirt or jumper, red or white polo shirt/white shirt and grey trousers.  In summer suitable shorts may be 

worn. 

Girls: Red sweatshirt or cardigan, white blouse or red or white polo shirt, grey skirt or pinafore dress.  In summer girls 

may wear red gingham dresses or appropriate shorts. 

All children should wear black footwear.  Some children are beginning to wear other types of footwear, this is not 

encouraged and does become a ‘fashion’ competition amongst some pupils. 

 

Phoning home! 

I am also aware that both Mrs Chadwick and myself spend time each day phoning parents following a request from 

children as they may have forgotten kit for an after school club or swimming lesson.  Please encourage your child to plan 

their day ahead and ensure they have everything they require as we will no longer be making these calls. Children will not 

be able to participate in after school sessions without their kit. 

 

I have asked all staff to keep a ‘day-to-day’ book to note down names of children who miss PE, do not have the correct 

uniform or fail to complete homework tasks etc.  The names of those children identified as doing any of these on a regular 

basis will be passed to me and parents will be contacted.  

 

Please contact me directly if you have any issues regarding these matters. 

 

Thank you for your support with all of these matters 

 

Yours sincerely  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr G Jones 

Head teacher 

 

 


