
Dear Parents and Carers, 

We at Ysgol Estyn want to do everything we can to help your child to read and write. We 

know that having time at home to read with your children is limited. A short focused time of 

reading with your child is far more beneficial than them reading the whole book on the way 

to school in the car.  Being able to think and talk about what they are reading develops a 

fuller understanding of the text, and helps children to explore their imagination, feelings and 

responses. 

We have collated some helpful tips that you can use when reading with your child. 

Talk together - Older children continue to need opportunities to talk with you about what 

they are reading or their reading interests. They may also be interested in what you are 

reading.  

Check understanding - Whatever your child is reading it is good to check that they are 

grasping the deeper levels of meaning (why things happen or how things work). Ask them to 

tell you about what they are reading, retell parts of the story, explain a specific section or 

make connections. Don’t forget to explore words and vocabulary with your child too, using 

dictionaries in print or online. 

Revisiting favourites- It is important for children to know that it’s OK to revisit old 

favourites– even if this may seem like ‘easy reading’ – there is no mad rush to keep moving 

up the stages! 

Sing together - Why not? Rhythm, rhyme, raps, advertising jingles or the latest top-rated 

downloadable track can all help the older reader to appreciate and use the patterns of 

language they hear in both their speech and writing. 

Making choices - It’s important to still visit book shops, libraries and places where your child 

can browse and chat with you about their interests. They will start to prefer certain authors 

or series, or types of reading such as comics, magazines or websites, and with your 

encouragement, they can learn to make choices for themselves too. 

Play Games - Many games are really useful for developing the skills that children need as 

developing readers. You probably already have a host of really useful games in the cupboard, 

so dig out the Scrabble, Boggleor a crossword. 
 

Most importantly, continue to enjoy what you do together, give lots of encouragement and 

expand the reading experience to keep your child ‘switched on’. Don’t forget – if they are 

reading something they are not enjoying, it’s OK to read something else. Reading has really 

got to be a pleasant experience if you want your child to keep reading. 

 

Many Thanks, 

 
 

 



 

 


