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Dear Parents/Guardians 

 

You may be aware that during the last month Flintshire County Council have made significant changes to the way they 

manage school meals.  The service has now been taken over by a separate company ‘Newydd’ linked to the local authority. 

 

Some of these changes could potentially have serious implications to school’s finances.  The main issue is regarding dinner 

debts.  Up until 1
st
 May any debt up to £40 per family was managed by school and then passed on to the authority who 

would then issue further correspondence and in some cases stop dinners being taken.  However under the new system all 

debts will be taken from school funds.  This means that families who do not pay dinner money on a regular basis are 

jeopardising the amount of resources school is able to buy for all children. 

 

For the vast majority of you, this will make no difference, however to those of you who continue to expect your child to be 

fed by school even when dinner money has not been received in advance will not be able continue.  As under the current 

system parents will continue to receive a letter on a Friday indicating how much debt you are in.  If the debt has increased to 

£20 per child then the letter will state that your child will not receive a school lunch the following week unless payment is 

received.  As a parent you are then expected to provide your child with either the money to clear the debt or a packed lunch.  

If your child attends school without any of these Head teachers have been told to treat this as ‘child neglect’ and I will be 

contacting the relevant agencies e.g. Inclusion Welfare Service and Social Services. 

 

As a school, we really appreciate your support and realise that dinner debts in Ysgol Estyn are less than some other schools 

in Flintshire, however if you are in the minority who do not clear debts please consider this: 

 

Would you take your family to either McDonalds or any restaurant and consider asking the staff if you could return the 

following week to pay for the meals?  I wonder what their answer would be? 

 

To ensure that school can continue to support your child and pay for all the resources they require to reach their potential at 

Ysgol Estyn please ensure that money for dinners is received on the Monday not Friday of the week that they are to have a 

dinner.  Please remember to send money in a clearly labelled envelope. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 
Mr G Jones 

Head teacher 


